President’sAgenda
February - April

Februar

2 Attendance at the 2006 Budget
Speech

3-4 Canadian Teachers Federation
Seminar on Women's Issues, Ottawa

9 Classroom Walk Through Training,
YK

10 Central Executive Meeting, YK

14 Meeting with Bob Hanley re: Teach-
ing inthe NWT

15 Mesting with YK #1 DEA

15 Attendance at Legidative Assembly,
ECE Budget approval

15 Meeting with Greg Storey & Mi-
chael Ewanre: SAC

16 Welcome Address YK Educators
Conference

16 Presentation at YK Educators Con-
ference: Protect Yourself: A Proactive
Approach

16 Meeting with ATA facilitatorsre:
Healthy Interactions

17 Lovett Memoria Service

21 Meeting with John Cain re: World
Peace Summit June 2006

22 Visit and presentation to Teacher
Education and Aboriginal Language and
Culturd Instructor Students, Aurora Col-

lege, Fort Smith

22 School visits (BT & PWK) and
presentation Be Wary, Be Wise Fort
Smith.

22 Hosted for dinner by Regiona Presi-
dent, Marnie Villeneuve

24 Thank You for Making a Difference
Grand Finale, Chief Jimmy Bruneau
High School, Edzo

24 Presentation to Tammy Steinwand,
winner 2005 Aboriginal Educators
Award, CIBS

27 Meeting re: Speech and Social
Skills, Range Lake North, YK

March

1 Meeting with Mary Pat Short, re;
Retirement gift

2 Presentation for Thank Y ou for
Making a Difference RLN, YK

3 Meeting with Metro Huculak re:
parent

6-17 Selection Committee Member,
2006 Prime Minister's Award for Teach-
ing Excellence

6  Meeting with member re: Health
benefits, Fort Simpson

6  School visit and presentation to
Thomas Simpson and Bompas staffs.
6  Meeting at Dehcho DEC office.
7  Presentation for Thank You for
Making a Difference, Bompas Elem.
School, Fort Simpson

8  Attendance at Wise Women
Awards, Legidative Assembly, YK

9  Meeting with YK teacher re: Em-
ployee and Family Assistance Program
17 Attended YK Firefighters Memo-
rial

21 Mesting re: Final Ad for Thank
You for Making A Difference

22 YK#1 Teacher Board Advisory
Meeting

22 Meeting with Metro Huculak re:
YK #1

27 Property Management Meeting
28 Meeting with Joanne McGrath re:
SSl

31 Central Executive Meseting

31 AMCC

April

1 AMCC

23-25 CTF Board of Directors Meeting,
Ottawa

25 Globa Action Week Breakfast on
Parliament Hill

27 Drumming Workshop at Kaw Tay
Whee School, Dettah

28 Attend National Day of Mourning
Ceremony at Legidative Assembly

NWITA

NEews

etter

NWT School Lock Down Survey Results

In response to discussions with our members over the past few years, the Association
made a commitment at our 2005 Annual Meeting of Central Councilors to make “Safe
Schools’ ahigh priority across the NWT. One of the specific resolutions that was passed
was, “Beit resolved that the NWTTA urge all schools across the NWT to develop, pro-
mote and practice lock down procedures as described in the Northwest Territories School
Emergency Response Guidelines under Threat of Violence/Emergency Evacuation.”

In preparation for 2006 AMCC, Central Office sent out asurvey to all 56 Local Receiving
Officers on March 28 and asked the following three questions:

1. Does your school have alock down procedure that you are aware of ?
2. Has your school practiced alock down procedure this school year?
3. Has your school had to implement alock down situation this school year?

Results:

Responses = 43 out of 56 77%

1. Eighteen responses indicated there was a written lock down plan; five didn’t know;
twenty responses indicated there is no plan, written or otherwise.

2. Two schools have practiced lock down procedures this year: Colville Lake, student
population 36, and Kaw Tay Whee, student population 31.

3. No schools reported having to implement alock down this year.

NWTTA INFORMATION

Office Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 8:00am - 5:30 pm
Fri. 8:00am - 4:30 pm

Phone: (867) 873 - 8501
Fax:(867) 873 - 2366
E-mail: nwtta@nwtta.nt.ca
Website: www.nwtta.nt.ca

NWTTA

Box 2340

5018-48th Street
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7

Urgent calls, after hours, please
call:

AmandaMallon (President)
(867) 920 - 2016

Dave Roebuck (Executive Director)
(867) 873 - 2717
(867) 669 - 8958

From the President’s D esk

From the 1
President’s Desk

Your Association at Work For You!

Executive 2

| want to take this opportunity to thank members of the NWTTA for my acclamation to this position for Director

the next two years. | started with the NWTTA over twenty-five years ago as the grievance officer in my 2005 Aboriginal 3

first year of teaching. As| became more involved with the NWTTA in various roles at the regiona and Educator's 9

territorial levels, | learned to admire and respect the work of educatorsin the classroom and in their com-

‘s Award

munities.

Teachers have incredible skills that they apply in all aspects of their lives. | had a chance to observe \égn%grlé%i[grs 4

these skills at our recent Annual Meeting of Central Councillors (AMCC) in Y ellowknife. Delegates

from across the NWT put in two full days of meetings dealing with regional round ups, budget reports .

and anumber of resolutions. 2006 Cliff King 5
Award

There were debates and disagreements but when you have aroom full of educators, thereis always a

solution. | am proud to be part of a profession that can treat others with such courtesy and respect while ~ PD - Summer 5

working through differences of opinions. Through the feedback from our AMCC delegates, | know my Education

feelings are shared by most of your executives around that table. Courses

Feedback from participants at the NWTTA AMCC included the following comments: Weight of the 6
World Challenge

| valued the camaraderie and the opportunity to build solidarity with other regions. AMCC 2006 6

Personally | enjoy the debate around the resolutions. Central
Councillors

The Question and Answer session with Charles Dent was informative; we are indeed fortunate to be able ) .

to meet our minister face to face. President’s 8
Agenda

Hearing from other educators throughout the north was an eye-opener. | came away with a renewed AND MUCH

reciation of my own position.
appreciation of my own post MUCH MORE!

The professionalism and seriousness of everyone involved.

Each year | attend | learn more about the process and the purpose of my association. | ama
proud member of this council and | feel very supported as a regional president and a teacher.

CTF Vice-President Wayne Clements

and NWTTA President Amanda Mallon
at the NWTTA Annual Meeting of Cen-
tral Councillors March 31-April 1, 2006.

| like that we are able to discuss our resolutions
until we cometo an agreement. It seemsto be
a very fair process. It makes me feel that | am part
of a strong cohesive association.

Please take a minute or two in the months before the end of the year to thank your local asso-
ciation representatives at the school and regional level. They are working hard for you!
Professionally yours,

Amanda Mallon, President

2004 Q6:36 pm




Executive Director

Greetings to dl! | hope everyone had a
great spring break and beautiful long
Easter weekend. We are on the home-
stretch now with just two months (in
most cases) to go before the end of the
academic year. Highlights since we last
had aregular newsdletter are as follows:

Thank You For Making a Difference
Campaign was a great success with over
1400 entries received. Hearing and
reading the heartfelt appreciation of stu-
dents for their teachers makes it all
worth while. Winners of the prizes were
Sandy Schmalz, PST at Range Lake

North School and her nominator Austin
Sparkes, and Nancy Noseworthy,
teacher at Bompas Elementary School in
Fort Simpson and her nominator Elissa
Hazenburg.

Congratulations and well done goes
out to Velma lllasiak for being recog-
nized as one of Canada’s Outstanding
Principals in 2006. Velma is principal
of Moose Kerr School in Aklavik and
was recognized for her dedication to and
her inspiration of the students and staff
in her school. This was awell deserved
honour for our 2004-2005 Aboriginal
Educator of the year.

The new Article 16-Professional De-
velopment was ratified by the GNWT

membership on February 22, 2006. The
members voted 79% in favour of the
revised article.

Central Executive elections were
held on March 22, 2006. Two positions
were contested and the persons elected
were David Reid for Vice-President and
Catharine Mains for Member-at-Large.
Amanda Mallon, President and Fraser
Oliver, Secretary-Treasurer, were both
acclaimed. Congratulationsto all.

The Annual Meeting of the Central
Councillors (AMCC) was held March
31-April 1, 2006 in Yellowknife at the
Chateau Nova. Education Minister, the
Honourable Charles Dent, spoke to the
delegates and also answered questions
for half an hour. Other business accom-
plished was by-law changes, passing of
anew budget, and all the reports of Cen-
tral Executive, Executive Director, Re-
gional Presidents and committees were
accepted. Debate on resolutions was
vigorous, healthy and very interesting.

The social highlight of the AMCC
was the President’s Dinner on Saturday
night where David Murphy, former
President of the NWTTA 2000-2004,
was honoured as recipient of the CIiff
King Award for his many years of dedi-

cated service in agreat many rolesto the
Association and its membership.

Members are reminded changes to
the Northern Allowance will be effec-
tive at the start of the new academic
year. The UNW contract runs April 1-
March 31 so their increased allowances
are now in effect.

" Negotiations began with YK#1 on
Saturday, April 8, 2006. This meeting
was held to exchange and explain our
package and to set dates for further
meetings. Dates have been set aside for
late May and early June. Both sides are
very optimistic adea can be donethat is
equitable and fair, prior to summer
break.

Ah!  There's those two magic words
again. Not too long now. | hope every-
one has a great end to this year. Let's
hope we have good weather to boot-not
a long, wet spring like last year. As |
write this, our investment guru, Lyle
Rouleau, phoned up ostensibly to talk
about various income earning vehicles
the Association should invest in-he
really just wanted to let it drop that it
was 26°c in Edmonton today (April 21).
Oh well, we can only dream at this
point.

Spring ahead with these !

Northern Youth
Abroad
iIscurrently
recruiting host fami-
liesfor its 2006
summer program

" |

# $

%

If you know of anyone who might be interested in this unique opportunity
please contact Rebecca Bisson, Program Officer
at 1-866-212-2307 or rebecca@nyaponline.org

KidsareQuick....

TEACHER:
MARIA:
TEACHER:
CLASS:

Maria, go to the map and find North America.
Hereit is.

Correct. Now class, who discovered America?
Maria.

TEACHER:
GREG:
TEACHER:
GREG:
spelled it.

Greg, how would you spell "crocodile?"
K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L

No Greg, that® incorrect.

Maybe it® incorrect, but you asked me how |

TEACHER:

RYAN:

TEACHER:
RYAN:

Ryan, what is the chemical formulafor water?
HIJKLMNO

Ryan, what are you talking about?

Well, yesterday you said it wasH to O.

TEACHER: Hunter, name oneimportant thing that we have
today that we didn®have 10 years ago.
HUNTER: Me!

TEACHER: Adam, why do you always get so dirty?
ADAM: Well, | guessit® because @ alot closer to
the ground than you are.

TEACHER: Beth, give me a sentence starting with "I".
BETH: IS

TEACHER: No Beth.....Alwayssay "l am".....not "l is".
BETH: OK....... "I am the ninth letter of the
aphabet."

TEACHER: George Washington not only chopped down his
father®cherry tree, but also admitted it. Now, Alex, do you
know why his father didn®punish him?

ALEX: Because George still had the axe in his hand.

TEACHER: Now, Macy, tell me frankly, do you say prayers
before eating?

MACY: No Ma@m, | don®haveto. My mom isagood
CcooKk.

TEACHER: Daniel, your composition on "My Dog" is ex-
actly the same as your brother®composition. Did you copy
off of him?

DANIEL: No teacher, it©the same dog.

TEACHER: Parker, what do you call a person who keeps on
talking to people who are no longer interested?
PARKER: A Teacher

Food for Thought!

At arecent dinner party, the guests were sitting around the table dis-
cussing life. One man, a CEO, decided to explain the problem with
education.

He argued, "What®a kid going to learn from someone who decided his
best option in life was to become a teacher?' Then, he reminded the
other dinner guests what "they say" about teachers:

"Those who can, do. Those who can®) teach."

To stress his point he said to another guest; "Aren®you ateacher? Be
honest. What do you make?"

Well known for her reputation of honesty and frankness she replied,
"Y ou want to know what | make?

A. "l make kids work harder than they ever thought they could.

B. "I make a C+ fed like the winner of the Congressional Medal of
Honor."

C. "l make kids sit through 40 minutes of study hall in absolute si-
lence."

Do you really want to know what | make?

I make kids wonder.

I make them question.

| make them criticize.

I make them apologize and mean it.

| make them write.

| make them read, read, read.

I make them show all their work in math and perfect their final drafts
in English.

| make them understand that if you have the brains, and follow your
heart, and if someone ever tries to judge you by what you make, you
must pay no attention because they just didn®learn.

The Teacher paused and then continued.

DO you want to know what | make?

®MAKE A DIFFERENCE.@Vhat do you make?"

THERE ISMUCH TRUTH IN THAT STATEMENT.
And Remember... "Teachers make every other profession possible!"

Four high school boys afflicted with spring fe-

ver skipped morning classes. After lunch they
reported to the teacher that they had aflat tire.

Much to their relief she smiled and said, "Well,
you missed atest today so take seats apart from
one another and take out a piece of paper."”

Still smiling, she waited for them to sit down.
Then she said: "First Question: Which tire was
fla?"
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60,000 STUDENTSTOOK PART LAST YEAR!
WEIGHT OF THE WORLD CHALLENGE:

A NFB-CBC initiativein partnership with the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada and the Canadian Association for
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance

Providing the tools for teachers, community groups and parents to help children learn more about nutrition and fitness to fight
obesity in youth.

The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and the National Film Board of Canada worked together on the film The Weight of the

World (NFB and CBC - Nature of Thingswith David Suzuki), which addresses obesity in children. It became evident during

production that this was an important issue, so we assembled a package of free educationa tools for teachers and parents to help
children.

The Weight of the World Challenge offers participants afree Weight of the World toolkit (a $49.95 value). The toolkit includes a
free copy of the film The Weight of the World in VHS or DVD. Special user guides featuring fun, innovative and hands-on class-
room activities and tips on nutrition and physical activity for teachers and parents can also be downloaded free from the project
website at http://www.cbc.calweightoftheworld. The free toolkit will be offered for free from March 1- May 31, 2006 while sup-
plieslast (offer valid for Canadian residents only).

Over 60,000 children have already participated in this project. Here’ s what some educators are saying:
“1t was thoroughly educational and terrifically inspiring for both staff and students. My students brainstormed over 100 projects

to reduce ‘input’ and increase ‘output.” Parents made healthier choices for snacks and lunches.”  Grade 5 Teacher

“We found the video to be an excellent resource that puts teachers and staff in touch with what is happening around the world in
relation to obesity.” - Health Consultant

Visit www.chc.calweightoftheworld for more information or contact Tey Cottingham at t.cottingham@nfb.ca to find out how to
join the program.

The SpecTAGular Challenge: A Weight of the World recommended activity "Hey Canada! You®@eit!"

Join thousands of Canadians in a massive game of tag in the SpecTAGular National School Challenge on Thursday May 25th,
2006. Thisis afun opportunity to get physically active, and is a Weight of the World recommended activity.

For more information and to register, visit www.cahperd.ca/national school challenge

Your Feedback: pleasetell us what you think about the NFB Film Club free membership program. Send your comments to film-
club@nfb.ca.

Back Row L to R: Reg Mithcell (Sahtu Regional President), James Robinson AMCC 2006 Central Councillors

(Tlicho Regional Vice-President), Gerg Reardon (Dehcho Regional Secretary-
Treasurer), Shane Brewster (Beaufort-Delta Regional Vice-President) Robert
Jacques (Dehcho Regional President), Rita Mueller (Tlicho Regional Presi-
dent) & Adrian Richards (Y K#1 Regional President).

Middle Row L to R: Marnie Villeneuve (Fort Smith Regional President),
Gerard Carroll (NWTTA Member-at-Large), Nancy Binette (Beaufort Delta
Secretary-Treasurer), Catharine Mains (Dehcho Regional Vice-President) &
LoradeaWark (Y CS Regional President).

Front Row L to R: David Reid (NWTTA Vice President), Edna McFaull
(YK#1 Secretary-Treasurer), Micheline Ricard (Y K#1 Vice President), Lillian
McOuat (Y CS Regional Member-at-Large), Wayne Clements (CTF Vice-
President, AMCC Chairperson), Lea O’ Keefe (Y K#1 Regional Member-at-
Large) & AmandaMallon (NWTTA President).

TheAboriginal Educator’s Award

Amanda Mallon, President of the Northwest Territories Teachers@Association (NWTTA), presented Tammy Steinwand, Vice-Principal
of Chief Jimmy Bruneau High School, NT with the NWTTA Aboriginal Education Award at a ceremony held at Chief Jimmy Bruneau
High School on February 24, 2006.

The Aboriginal Educator®award is designed to recognize Northwest Territories TeachersGAssociation (NWTTA) educators who have
displayed a strong belief in aboriginal education, have been a personal supporter of education and have gained respect in their commu-
nity by their efforts.

Tammy Steinwand is truly a homegrown NWT educator. She was born and raised in Rae Edzo 35 years ago. She is the mother of two
daughters, Tyanna (14) and Arianna (8) Steinwand. Tammy celebrated her marriage to Frank this last summer.

Sheis agraduate of Ecole Sir John Franklin and the Kwatinde Teacher Education Program. A love of learning and sharing knowledge
has aways been part of Tammy®life; helping younger siblings and her classmates with their homework just came naturally. "l always
tried to visualize how students understood and then looked for different ways of explaining the concepts."”

Tammy®move to the University of Saskatchewan after two years of teach-
ing demonstrates the determination she brings to her career. "Having grown
up in Rae-Edzo, | wanted to prove that | could do it. | aso wanted my
daughters to see me achieve thisgoal." Tammy received her B. Ed with
Great Distinction from the University of Saskatchewan in 1997. She has
been working at the Tlicho Community Board Agency for over ten years,
taught for seven years, the past four in administration as Vice-Principa of
Chief Jimmy Bruneau School.

Tammy believes strongly that parents are the first teachers of their children,
arolewhich has great impact on their future development. She also believes
that the language and culture of the community must play an integral part in
the day-to-day life of the school.

L to R: Amanda Mallon, Ernestine, Tammy, Arianna and Tyanna Steinwand

Tammy can read and write Dogrib and encourages the non-native staff to learn and speak Dogrib. The Department of Education, Cul-
ture and Employment has invited Tammly to participate in a number of Dene Kede workshops appreciating her input of ideas and
wealth of experiences. She assisted with the development of the Dogrib Dictionary. She enjoystrandlating for students, teachers and
elders from the community and often served as the Master of Ceremonies for the Sunday Church servicesin Dogrib.

Preserving the traditional ways isimportant at Chief Jimmy Bruneau High School. Tammy is avery strong advocate for her culture at
the school, regional, territorial and national level. Sheisthe coordinator of the Dogrib Language and Culture Programs at Chief Jimmy
Bruneau. In this job, some of her many responsibilities involve making, setting and checking rabbit snares and fish nets, setting up cari-
bou hunts, identifying traditional uses for plants and animals, showing respect for the land and animals. The school hasits own trapline
and Tammy was instrumental in assisting the students with the construction of a new cabin. Once aweek, students check traps and fish
nets. They also learn how to skin rabbits and clean fish. Money earned from furs helps fund other activities.

Some students will drift away from the classroom, says Steinwand, but they always return for the outdoor programs. "When they hear
the classis going out in the bush, they@e here," she says.

Tammy chaperoned the Chief Jimmy Bruneau High School Drummers on atrip to Toronto where they performed in many different
venues around the city. She has hosted many southern and international students through the Rotary Club where the students learn
about the Dogrib culture and eat traditional foods. One of her favorite activitiesisto be ‘on theland’ and she loves learning new bush
skills. She's been awinner in the snowshoe races in the Rae Carnival. She has completed four trails of our Ancestors Canoe trips within
the Tlicho region.

Tammy isalso awriter. She has been given an honourable mention in the 2002 NWT Literacy Writing Contest. She also contributes
regularly to the NWT Literacy Newsletter with her arecent article entitled Jimmy Bruneau School Culture and Language Program pub-
lished February 2005.

It iswith great pleasure that the NWTTA acknowledge through Tammy’s actions, life and philosophy, she truly does make a difference
in the lives of her students and community.
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The Y ellowknife Educators Conference, “Moving Forward Together!”, was held on Feb-
ruary 16/17, 2006. 410 educators from across Y ellowknife, the NWT and Nunavut en-
joyed experiencing their chosen learning opportunities from a varied selection of 65 ses-
sions.

The conference team (listed here) isto be commended for their incredible dedication over
the last twelve months. Countless meetings and tasks were completed one after another
after another! Thank you to the many NWTTA members who volunteered their time, en-
ergy and expertise by leading conference sessions. Thank you to our program and nutrition
break sponsors! Y our support was much appreciated!

Barb de Bastiani, Conference Chairperson, Weledeh
Colleen Eckert, Conference Coordination Support, NWTTA
Merril Dean, Conference Treasurer, Weledeh
Mary Sullivan, Conference Secretary, Weledeh
Carrie Monks, Weledeh

Lynn MacFadyen, Ecole St. Joseph

Jennifer Corkin, N.J. Macpherson
Y asemin Heyck, Mildred Hall

M onique Rousseau, Ecole St. Joseph
Roberta Kennedy, Weledeh

Gerard Landry, Ecole St. Patrick High
Valerie Norman, Weledeh

Dianne Lafferty, YCS

David Murphy, YCS

Ruth Bennington, Ecole J.H. Sissons

Marilyn Morrison, Range Lake North

Cynthia Northup, K’demi Dene School

Sandra Nielsen, Sir John Franklin High

Kamey Dunbar, William McDonald

Brian Gelinas, Website and Database Support, YCS

PROGRAM SPONSORS

CPDC

Central Professional Development Committee
Northwest Territories Teachers Association

Where Learning Lights the Spirit
Ou I'apprentissage refléte I'Esprit

YCS

NUTRITION SPONSORS

The Northwest Territories Teachers' Association wishes to congratulate Y ellow-
knife educator and past NWTTA President (2000 - 2004), David Murphy, on re-
ceiving the 2006 Cliff King Award.

The Cliff King Award was awarded at the Annual Meeting of Central Councillors
in Yellowknife on April 1, 2006. Cliff was very involved in the Association in his
30 years as ateacher in Inuvik and made a lasting contribution to his students,
school, community and the NWT. It was while attending negotiations as a mem-
ber of the GNWT Collective Bargaining Committee in February 2003 that Cliff
suddenly passed away. The Association honours his memory and dedication to
NWT teachers with this award.

Mr. David Murphy@ experience and commitment to the Association, including
six years of involvement on the Y ellowknife Catholic School Regional Execu-
tive; Chair of the Y ellowknife Educators Conference; member of the Y ellow-
knife Educators’ Conference six years; an AMCC delegate for over fourteen
years; involvement at Central Executive as President for four years, Vice-
President, Secretary-Treasurer and Member-at-Large and the Executive Member-
in Charge of numerous Central Committees as well as the seventeen years service
asaNWTTA educator does indeed support his outstanding contributions to our
Association. The Cliff King Award is a prestigious award, considered to be the
highest honour the Association bestows on a member.

L to R: David Murphy (Past NWTTA Presi-
dent) & David Reid (NWTTA Vice-President)
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Congratulations to the following GNWT
NWTTA members who have been
granted Education Leave for the 2006-
2007 school year by the Central Profes-
sional Development Committee.

Sheila Greenland
Moose Kerr, Aklavik

Christa Armstrong
CJBS, Rae-Edzo

Greg Storey
DJSS, Hay River
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